Recommended Postexposure Prophylaxis for Exposure to Hepatitis B Virus

22 MMWR June 29, 2001
	Vaccination and Antibody Status 
of Exposed HCW
	TREATMENT


	
	Source

HBsAG+ Positive
	Source

HBsAG+ Negative
	Source Unknown or
N/A for Testing



	Unvaccinated
	HBIG§ x 1 and
Initiate HBV series


	Initiate HBV series
	Initiate HBV series

	Previously Vaccinated

     Known responder**
     Known

     Non-responder††

     Antibody 
     Response

     Unknown
	No treatment
HBIG x 1 and 
Initiate revaccination 
or HBIG x 2§§

Test exposed person

 for anti-HBs¶¶
1. If adequate**, 
    no treatment is

    necessary 
2. If inadequate††,  

    administer 
    HBIG x 1 and 
    HBV booster
	No treatment
No treatment

No treatment
	No treatment
If known high risk source, treat as if source were HBsAg

Positive

Test exposed person

 for anti-HBs
1. If adequate¶,

     no treatment is

     necessary 
2.  If inadequate¶,
     administer HBV 
     booster and        

     recheck titer in 
     1–2 months




*       Persons who have previously been infected with HBV are immune to re-infection and do not require PEP.
†      Hepatitis B surface antigen.
§      Hepatitis B immune globulin; dose is 0.06 mL/kg intramuscularly.
¶      Hepatitis B Vaccine (HBV).

**      A responder is a person with adequate levels of serum antibody to HBsAg (i.e., anti-HBs >10 mIU/mL).
††    A non-responder is a person with inadequate response to vaccination (i.e., serum anti-HBs < 10 mIU/mL).

§§    Give HBIG x1 and restart the HBV series is preferred for non-responders who have not completed a second 3-dose      
         HBV series. For HCWs who previously completed a second HBV series but failed to respond, HBIG x 2 is preferred.
¶¶    Antibody to HBsAg. 
